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Almost every day
Once or twice a week

Once or twice a month
Never or hardly ever

Reading
25%

Other Tasks
75%

20 minutes of reading per day per year...

...over a million words per year. 3

“The 25 fastest growing 
professions have far greater than 
average literacy demands.” 7

Software Programmer
Physical Therapist
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Veterinary Tech
Personal Care Aide

Medical Secretary

“One characteristic emerges as a significant predictor of 
success...
Grit.  
Grit is passion and perseverance for very long-term goals.  
Grit is having stamina. 
Grit is sticking with your future, day in, day out, not just 
for the week, not just for the month, but for years, and 
working really hard to make that future a reality.”  
      (Angela Lee Duckworth)

Only 52% of students in 2012 were ready for 
college-level reading as predicted by the ACT. 8

“Reading is an essential component of 
college and workplace readiness.” 8

And 11% of entering college students 
must take remedial reading courses. 8

70% of those taking the remedial 
classes fail to earn a college degree 
within eight years. 8 Over 60% of 

prison inmates 
are functionally 
illiterate. 4
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Prisoners

85% of juvenile 
offenders are 
unable to read 
well enough to 
participate in 
their case. 4


